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On the evening of Nov. 9 soldiers and state troops opened fire on striking workers at the Volta
Redonda iron and steelworks complex (Companhia Siderurgica Nacional), located 130 km.
northwest of Rio de Janeiro. Military sources reported on the following day that three workers were
killed and dozens wounded in the confrontation. Although "calm" had returned to the plant on
Thursday, 18,000 workers continued on strike. Union leaders told reporters on Thursday evening
that they did not plan to engage in negotiations at the present time, but wish to maintain contacts
with plant management. Carlos Cardoso, head of the plant legal department, said: "We are occupied
at the moment with our dead." On Thursday morning, the last group of 300 striking workers left the
plant grounds. Together with another 2,700 strikers, they clashed with 800 armed soldiers and state
troops on Wednesday evening. According to Murillo Ferreira, spokesperson at Volta Redonda's
press office, at first soldiers and state troops attempted to persuade the 3,000 strikers to leave the
grounds with the use of incendiary bombs, iron bars and other devices. The strikers responded by
throwing homemade bombs and rocks. At this stage, said Ferreira, the troops used tear gas and rifle
fire. He added that the vicinity was transformed into a battle ground. Workers burned tractors and
destroyed other equipment in their struggle with the troops. Ferreira said two strikers were shot to
death, while a third died from head injuries, sustained during a beating with a rifle butt. Cardoso
said that an estimated 100 workers were injured in the confrontation. As of Nov. 10, six workers
who had been shot were hospitalized and listed in "critical" condition. In an official communique,
the Defense Ministry reported that 20 soldiers had been injured. The communique said that the
army recognizes the constitutional right of workers to strike. The "campaign" at Volta Redonda
did not resemble a strike, said the communique, but rather a takeover by urban guerrillas. Soldiers
continued to occupy the plant on Nov. 10, and maintained operations of high-temperature ovens.
Tanks were parked at all entrances to the complex. The ministry communique said the troops would
remain at Volta Redonda as long as the "threat to public order" continued. The Associated Press
received a call from a man, identifying himself only as "Orlando," who said that he had participated
in the confrontation on Wednesday night as a member of the Army's motorized infantry battalion.
He confirmed that the soldiers had opened fire against the strikers, and that at least three persons,
and probably more, had been shot to death. Army troops occupied the plant grounds on Tuesday
evening when workers commenced an indefinite strike toward obtaining salary hikes and additional
work hours. Union spokespersons said that workdays had been reduced to less than eight hours,
while at the same time the government suspended cost of living adjustments to monthly wages.
Volta Redonda, a state-run company, produces an average daily output of 26 tons of steel. Losses
resulting from the strike could go as high as $5 million per day. Brazil is Latin America's principal
steel producer, and ranks seventh world-wide. (Basic data from AP, 11/10/88)
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